
 
Relevant Extracts from Local Plan Issues and Options Consultation 

The Green Infrastructure (GI) Strategy has been written and developed in close conjunction 

with Planning Services. The following extracts from the BCP Local Plan Issues and Options 

consultation were used as part of the evidence base and background context to the strategy.  

 

Local Plan Issues and Options Summary report extracts: 

p1 The Vision should prioritise environment 

• Vital to ensure the Vision, and Local Plan, prioritises the environment, particularly the  
protection of the Green Belt 

• Protection of the environment should be at the heart of the Local Plan as it is our  
greatest asset 

• Should prioritise environmental safety and cleanliness of green areas, low levels of  
pollution and green transportation links 

• Council seems to have ignored the fact that BCP declared a climate emergency 2  
years ago 

• Vision needs to be revised to prioritise tackling climate change, reversing the loss of  
wildlife habitats, and improving the health and wellbeing of BCP 

 

  



 
p2 Q5. To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the ten objectives that we 

propose to include in the Local Plan? 

 

P7 Vibrant Communities

 

P27 Our Natural Environment 

Q71. How strongly do you agree or disagree with our recommendation for conserving 

and enhancing biodiversity and geodiversity? 

 

• Suggestions for areas to be protected/protect green belt/wildlife 

• The best way to conserve and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity is to protect all  

of the remaining green space in BCP specifically 



 
• No further development allowed on green areas 

• SANGs do not go far enough to protect wildlife and enhance biodiversity 

• Wildlife corridors are essential and should not be destroyed 

• More ranger patrols on heathlands to monitor visitors behaviour especially with dogs,  

riding motorbikes and littering 

• Comments on developments/Housing/economy 

• Reduce the impact of overdevelopment, infrastructure is already overwhelmed, e.g.,  

sewage system 

• No new developments should be approved unless they conserve and enhance  

biodiversity and geodiversity 

• The Local Plan should be designed to preserve the natural environment for future  

generations 

• Protecting and enhancing biodiversity will help to lower carbon emissions and  

improve health and wellbeing, reducing cost of care in the future 

Q83. How strongly do you agree or disagree with each of the options for supporting 

green infrastructure and open space? 

 

Q85. Please tell us any other comments about the natural environment in the Local 

Plan, including any other issues or ideas you feel that we should consider. 

Suggestions: 

• The protection of the area's natural environment must be given the highest priority 

• Important to ensure our water is safe and clean, including our beaches all new 

developments should provide parks and green spaces to promote health and 

wellbeing 

• More space for wildlife, higher quality spaces and improve existing spaces 

• Heritage green sites like Sea View should be protected 

• Protect trees  

• It is essential to protect what exists already. Any new housing would increase the  

need for sewage disposal and water consumption - they are overstretched already 

• Partner with voluntary and community organisations/groups to maintain our natural 

environment 

• Engage with, and educate, communities about how best to protect the natural 

environment 

Q103. Please tell us any other comments about our health and wellbeing in the Local 

Plan, including any other issues or ideas you feel that we should consider. 



 
• More allotments, recreation grounds and play areas, woodland areas and walks, 

natural open areas with lakeside amenities to improve health and wellbeing 

• Stop further development in and protect what space we have left 

• Impact on wildlife habitats and natural assets valued by communities, e.g., trees, 

hedges, should be considered in planning applications 

• Importance of access to open spaces 

• Covid pandemic demonstrated how important open spaces are to health and 

wellbeing 

• Nature is important for everyone’s health, wellbeing and happiness, especially people  

with disabilities 

• Health is not only about having the right homes, it’s also about open spaces for sport,  

walking, contemplation 

• More communal spaces and facilities to bring communities together for mental  

wellbeing, e.g., green spaces in central town/village locations, benches 

• Collaborate with NHS to develop events/activities to encourage the use of our natural  

spaces in aid of our health, easing the financial burden on the NHS  

• More funding to encourage people to use the natural environment for exercise and  

Wellbeing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


